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as to evade the State law. In the highly protected industries of Pennsylvania, laborers, for whose sake we are told this Mgh protection is imposed, are working for sixty-five cents a day, and half-clad women are feeding furnace fires. "Pluck-me stores," company tenements and boarding-houses, Pinkerton detectives and mercenaries, and all the forms and evidences of the oppression and degradation of labor are, throughout the country, characteristic of the protected industries.
The greater degradation and unrest of labor in the-protected than in the unprotected industries may in part be accounted for by the fact that the protected employers have been the largest importers of " foreign pauper labor." But, in some part, at least, it is due' to the greater fluctuations to which the protected industries are exposed. Being shut ofi from foreign markets, scarcity of their productions cannot be so quickly met by importation, nor surplus relieved by exportation, and so with them for much of the time it is either " a feast or a famine." These violent fluctuations tend to bring workmen into a state of dependence, if not of actual peonage, and to depress wages below the general standard. But whatever be the reason, the fact is that so far is protection from raising wages in the protected industries, that the capitalists who carry them, on would soon " enjoy " even lower priced labor than now, were it not that wages in them are kept up by the rate of wages in the unprotected industries.